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Notices & Upcoming events 
 
 
August 23, 2014  
Yellow Thunder Amateur Radio 
Club "Circus City Swapfest" 
Badger Steam & Gas Engine Club 
Property on Sand Rd between 
Baraboo & Wisconsin Dells. 
 
Sept. 27, 2014 
ORC Fall Swapfest 
Location: Cedarburg, WI  
Type: ARRL Hamfest  
Website: 
http://www.ozaukeeradioclub.org 
 
October 18, 2014 
Wisconsin ARES/RACES Conference 
in Wisconsin Rapids. See the 
Wisconsin ARES/RACES website for 
the latest Iinformation 
 
 
 

 
What's the charm? 

K9LGU/STM 
 
 What's the most significant attraction in what we do with Ham Radio 
and ARES-RACES?  Some might say it's just the ability to communicate over 
long distances. Some have pride in their ability to be prepared for 
emergencies. Some could stress the public service aspect and feel a deep 
satisfaction from serving others. Participants might like the competative 
aspect of being able to do something not everyone can. Some enjoy the 
technical side of learning, experimenting, and improving the state of the art.   
Some operators like the personal improvement in their operating skills – 
becoming more effective and efficient in their radio ommunications. 
 
 I would submit that all of these elements are important, but the real 
attraction may be the interaction we have with each other – the give and 
take, the mutual support, the teamwork, the friendships, sharing and concern 
we experience. That's because without the individual operators what we do 
just wouldn't happen. 
 
FIELD DAY 2014 JUNE 27-28  

 
The last weekend in June was very busy. This was an amateur radio 
operator’s dream to see how many contacts one could make in 24 hours, on 
all frequencies available, from QRP to maximum watts allowed, and to get as 
many points as possible.  
 
Hams either worked from public parks, or even in remote areas to have a go 
at this event.  
 



. 

Many radio clubs got together at parks, had numerous stations set up, so the 
non-ham public could see what this awesome hobby is all about. From the 
digital stations, to GOTA stations, letting the public try to see if they will get 
“the bug” and become future hams. Other hams, preferred to work alone, 
and contested in the comforts of their shacks, tents, or campers, working off 
minimal power. Did you participate in Field Day 2014?  
 
I asked all members (ARES and non- ARES) to either send pictures, or write 
up a paragraph or two, explaining their experiences. The following are 
pictures and descriptions of experiences. Maybe you will get an idea, and 
incorporate into your Field Day next year, and years to follow.  
 
 
“2014 marked my first Amateur Radio Field Day. I earned my Technicians license 
January 7 2013. I missed the 2013 Field Day because my Dads retirement party 
was that weekend and as much as I like communications I made the better choice 
that year. Background about me. All though I am a new Amateur Radio operator. I 
am not new to communications. I was in communications in the US Marine Corps 
for 8 years. I worked HF, VHF, UHF, X and K bands too. In large mobile rigs that 
were on the back of 5 ton’s to mobile Satellite Communications in HMMV and 
backpack. I worked as a SatComm operator during Desert Shield / Desert Storm.  
  
The week before the event I spent much of my free time working on and verifying 
my Go Kit. I only have entry level radios right now but have put together a 6U Gatot Go-
Box that if very versatile ( Thanks KF9ZA for the idea 
https:www/youtube.com/watch?v=KT52zOqTOu8 ). I packed up my mobile shack and 
headed to the field day site.  
  
I arrived on scene at 0830 and met up with the other Amateur’s in my ARES/RACES 
group ( NZ9I , N9TPH , W9AWX , KC9QXD ). We started with unpacking all our gear. We 
were located in the Sussex Village Park in Sussex Wisconsin. We had a covered picnic 
area reserved with some “green space” allowed. After we were unpacked we began to 
set up the 80 meter Dipole antennas. We set up a center mast and then the north mast 
then the south mast. Our antennas ran near north south. It had been a while since I had 
raised an antenna array like this and it brought back fond memories. The weather was 
about 80 degrees with 60%+ humidity so we all were sweating but the team work was 
excellent. We set up our South Shack a 10x10 shade canopy up we put up the South and 
West walls. We were expecting rain. While the South shack was being set up other team 
members set up the North Shack. Another 10x10 and we put a tarp for side protection 
on the West side. We planned to run a station “Central Shack” in the covered area. This 
is where I began to feel like a kid starting his first day of school. I helped with setting up 
the stations and getting the main generator configured. Our site was buzzing with 
activity including gas grill NZ9I had brought, burgers and brats were on the way.  

 
Then the weather came in. Now, I was stationed in Okinawa Japan for 3 years, (side 
note: I got married in Okinawa Japan and YES all our kids are “Made in Japan”) and have 
been through several “Typhoons” or as we know then here in the US as Hurricanes. 
What hit us was a little reminiscent of those days. We had just finished setting up the 
Shacks and had to disconnect the antennas and power.  We quickly completed that and 
then waited for Mother Nature to finish her thing. That is when I went back to school. I 
had lots of questions and one scary part was that it seemed that NZ9I and N9TPH 
already new the answers to the question I didn’t even know I was going to ask till they 
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hit me. The weather settled and we connected everything up and fired up our stations, 
after a great lunch that is. 
  
I was working with N9TPH on the Central Shack on an Icom radio working 40 meter, he 
was showing me the processes, reviewing my call sign, class and section.  W9AUK 3A WI. 
We started to get a few visitors by then and I made my first HF voice contact since 1992. 
I remember being congratulated and everyone shook my hand. They were happy for me, 
but what they didn’t know, was how hard I was fighting to hold back the tears. My 
communication days in the Marines are very special to me, just below my wife and kids 
on the important memories scale and the camaraderie I felt at that time was the same I 
had felt from training operations to combat operations. It will go into my memory 
history books for sure.  
 
We then went to the South Shack. The South Shack was our Digital Shack running a 
Yaesu FT-857D working 20 meter with PSK. N9TPH had several contacts all ready and 
after a review of procedures and how to work the equipment it was my turn to work 
PSK. I succeeded in completing my first contact and again I got the handshakes and 
congratulations. Back to the tear fighting again. Deep breath and I was off and running 
with N9TPH supervising. I then got a visit from NZ9I. A man I have known informally for 
10 years but have a VERY high level of respect for came talk and see how I was doing. 
Ever get nervous? I showed him the contacts I had and we talked. There was a lot for 
him to explain to me and I hope he saw that I was understanding and appreciative of his 
mentoring. Off he went to work the other stations and mentor some more. 
  
I rotated between the Central Shack and the South Shack. NZ9I met up with me at the 
Central Shack and reviewed some basic HF concepts with me again, and helped me 
understand the capabilities the iComm radio I was working with. 
  
Some of my family stopped by to drop off homemade teriyaki chicken, and Japanese 
donut balls. We all talked and had dinner in shifts as we were still running all three 
stations. My Son-in-Law Jr. was with me too.  
 
I worked through the night with N9TPH supervising well into the 0300 time before we 
decided to get a little sleep. I just threw down my foam pad and sleeping bag next to the 
Central Shack and got some ZZZZ’s. We had shut down the generators, disconnected the 
antennas and wrapped the North Shack table and South Shack table with tarps to 
protect the equipment. We were again expecting ran. The weather did not disappoint as 
about 0330 the hard rain and wind showed back up.   
When morning arrived we had breakfast and kept working the 3 stations. We stopped 
operations around 1130-1200 CST. The tear down went well and we were all packed up 
by 1300. 
  
Overall I had a very good time and am looking forward to next year’s Field Day.  
  
73 
  
Bill Hodgkinson 
KC9YBW” 
 
“My Field Day experience… 
 
For the past few years as part of the leadership group for ARES in Waukesha, I had felt somewhat 
responsible for the success of Field Day. 
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This year, I found It a relief that the burden now 
fell on others! It was fantastic to see that Larry 
(NZ9I), Gregg (W9AWX), Heather (KC9QXD), and 
Tom (N9TPH) continued to show their usual 
excellence and put together a solid Field Day 
performance! I am very proud of that team! I had 
only attended FD for a few hours this year, but it 
was great quality time connecting with old 
friends… and a few new ones. In the few hours 
that I had attended we had some fun 
conversations about weather, 3D printing and 

ham radio, and Go Kits. It was also special to witness a technician class ham operate and make his 
first contact on HF! Way to go guys! 
 
Jeff 
N9UUP” 

 
 

 This is the 2C station for N9GUU and 
KB9NPT.  This is on the Fox River in Illinois, and two multi band /multi-mode stations 
running off battery. 
 

 From KC9YBW 
 
2014 Toyota MS 150 Best Dam Bike Ride August 2-3 
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A view from the non-biker, also a ham.  
 
I started my training for this event back in January.  The countless evenings at the gym, 
braving the winter snows, and personal trainer to help get me in the best shape I could 
be for this ride.  Fast forward to spring, and I started riding to work to get in more shape, 
and then the weekend rides began. Those were good rides. 
I started planning with my friends about rigging my bike with a radio and antenna. I have 
my Yeasu-FT 60 which was going to be mounted somewhere on my bike, and my 
antenna was going to be placed in the back.  I was so giddy with excitement.  It was a 
wonder my husband did not curb my enthusiasm for this event, but I digress… 
 
<Roll around to May. > 
 
 I ended up in the hospital for just under a week, and following my doctor’s instructions, 
NO DRIVING A CAR and NO BIKING for 3 MONTHS!!!  This was devastating to hear.  All 
the training I had done, would have to be shelved for this year.  I did not get too upset, as 
I was going to support my team in other ways, at the ride. 
 
<Fast forward to Saturday, August 2, 2014.> 
 
We turned on the ham radio and listened to the net that was in progress.  I was (and am) 
amazed how the Net Control was operating with the SAG, Medical Support units, and the 
Goldwings.  They were making a very difficult logistics operation seem flawless.  So, after 
sending my team off, we got in the car, and made our way to Whitewater, where the 
bikers all would eventually meet. 
As I finished helping my team mate set up our team tent, I walked over to the ham 
station just across the way from us.  Wouldn’t it be coincidental, that our own  Dan 
Spangler, KC9IKI, would be at the finish  line for Day 1.  I got a chance to talk to him, and 
thank him for his service, and had a photo op as well. 
I then walked up to Net Control and met the staff there.  It was very neat to see what 
goes on “behind the scenes, as the flurry of activity never stopped. 
Pearl, WB9BZC and Steve KC9FSE (captain and co-captain of the Best Dam Hams), took a 
momenMS t out of their busy schedule for a quick photo op. They continued their hectic 
schedule on Sunday as well.  
On Sunday, I got to meet with some hams at a rest stop where I saw firsthand, the chaos 
that occurs, and the hams made it look so easy and flawless. Kudos to you all. 
As I write this letter, it made me appreciate the ham radio community, and the team 
work it takes to make a rather large event run smoothly.  I love being an amateur radio 
operator, and I love being able to help out where I can.   
To all those hams that helped out with this weekend’s event, I applaud you for your 
efforts, and you may now get some well-deserved rest. 
 
Here are some pictures… 
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 Net Control at UW-Whitewater 
Campus for MS 150 

 
Pearl Capello WB9BZC, and Steve 
Sundquist, N9FSE the captain and co-
captain respectively, of  Net Control, 
and the Best Dam Hams. 
 

 
 

 
Gregg Schulz,W9AWX, Heather 
Schulz, KC9QXD, and Dan Spangler, 
KC9IKI at the Finish Line for Day One. 
 

 

Here is my PS message to my fellow members…. 
 
Find an event in your local area.  Get to know the staff of these events, and find out if 
ham radio can help. Explain what you do, and how it can be helpful to the planners of 
the event. It can be a great training exercise for your members, and a great way to 
improve your communication skills. 
 
73 de, 
 
Heather Schulz, KC9QXD” 
 
The Dunn County Amateur Radio Emergency Services (ARES/RACES) team aided the 
organizers and people attending Thrivent Financier’s Menomonie Airfest Autorama at 
the Menomonie Municipal Airport on June 21 and 22, 2014. We provided 
communications between the FAA Tower and the event organizers. We also helped with 
crowd control at the Helicopter Candy Drop, participant safety at the Saturday 
Adventure Race, Sunday's Bark for Life Pet walk, moved planes with the aerobatics 
performers, and remained generally available to answer questions about the event and 
Amateur Radio. 
 
Although rain caused cancellation of the Radar Run on Sunday afternoon, we plan to 
provide communication again this year at the Rubber Meets the Runway event on 
August 16, at the Boyceville airport. 
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If these amateur radio activities interest you, contact John Wagner, Ron Purvis, Jim 
Guenther or Gerry Leff for more information. 
 
The attached photos by Jamie Wagner show some of the ARES crew who helped at the 
event. 
 
 

 
John Wagner and Daryl Massman 
among the Airfest planes 
 

 
Jeff Overby and John Wagner 

 

 

 
Jeff Overby, unidentified 
photographer and John Wagner 
 

 

 
Jim Guenther, Gerry Leff, Mary Purvis, 
James Kinney, Ken Heinz, Ron Purvis, 
John Wagner and organizer/pilot Jeff 
Overby. Jim Ley was not present for 
this photo 
 

  
 
 
 



 

 
Sunday: 

8:00 AM  WI ARES/RACES   3967.0 kHz 
9:00 AM  Kewanee Co.      146.805  PL 146.2 
6:30 PM  Waushara Co.      147.285  PL 123.0 
7:00 PM  Fond Du Lac       145.430  PL  97.4 
7:00 PM  Grant Co.            147.360   PL  CA 
7:00 PM  Green Co.            145.110  PL 123.0 
7:00 PM  Oneida Co.          146.940  PL  114.8 
7:00 PM  Sauk Co.              147.315  PL  123.0 
7:00 PM  Winnebago Co.    147.240  PL  107.2 
7:30 PM  Lincoln Co.         145.430  PL  114.8 
7:30 PM  Calumet Co.        147.300  PL  107.2 
7:30 PM  Marquette Co.     146.745  PL  123.0 
8:00 PM  Brown Co.           147.120 PL 107.2 
8:00 PM Outagamie Co.     146.655  PL  100.0 
8:15 PM  Waupaca Co.       146.925  PL  118.8 
8:30 PM  Tri Co.  ARES (Marinette Co,  Oconto Co, and  
Menominee Co. MI)           145.470  PL  114.8 
9:00 PM  Richland Co.       146.910  PL  131.8 
 
Monday: 
7:00 PM  St. Croix Co.      145.130  PL  110.9 
7:30 PM  Dodge Co.          146.640  PL  123.0 
8:00 PM  Shawano Co.      147.225  PL  114.8 
8:00 PM  Marathon Co.     146.820  PL  114.8 
8:00 PM  Walworth Co.     146.865  PL  127.3 
9:00 PM  Milwaukee Co.   147.165  PL  127.3 
9:00 PM  Polk Co.             147.195  PL  110.9 
8:30 PM  Waukesha Co.    444.125  PL  127.3 
 
Tuesday: 
0000-2400 State Winlink Net  wb9rqr@winlink.org  
7:00 PM   Manitowac Co.   146.610   PL    107.2 
7:00 PM   Rock Co.             145.450   PL    123.0 
7:00 PM  Wood Co.           146.790   PL  114.8 
8:00 PM  Barron Co.         443.650   PL  110.9 
8:00 PM  Portage Co.        146.670   PL  114.8 
8:00 PM  Watertown         146.460   SIMPLEX 
 
 
Wednesday: 
7:00 PM  Ashland Co.       146.550  PL  CA 
7:00 PM  Bayfield Co.      146.550  PL  CA 
7:00 PM Juneau Co.          146.850  PL  CA   (1st Wed. of Month) 
7:00 PM  Kenosha Co.      145.450  SIMPLEX 
8:00 PM  Dane Co.           147.150  PL  123.0 
8:00 PM  Jefferson Co.     145.490  PL  123.0 
8:00 PM Racine Co.          147.270  PL  CA 
8:30 PM  Clark Co.           146.775  PL  114.8 
8:45 PM  Jackson Co.       145.390  PL  131.8 

 
 
9:00 PM  Price Co.            147.00    PL  110.9 
9:00 PM  Sawyer  Co.       147.045  PL  110.9 
9:00 PM  Washburn Co.    146.655  PL  110.9 
 
Thursday: 
6:30 PM  Florence Co.     146.850   PL  CA 
7:00 PM Dunn Co.           146.685   PL  100.9 (1st Thursday of 
Month) 
7:00 PM  Adams Co.        147.030   PL  123.0 
7:00 PM  Columbia Co.    147.015  PL  123.0 
7:00 PM  Ozaukee Co.      147.330  PL  127.3 
8:00 PM  Sheboygan Co.  443.225  PL  107.2 
8:15 PM  Washington       147.210   PL  127.3 
9:00 PM  Vernon Co.        145.170  PL  131.8 
 
For any corrections or to have your ARES/RACES net added to 
the list, please contact the newsletter staff at  the information 
below. 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: 
 

The newsletter is published the first week of every other month. 
Articles, ideas, photos, and events should be submitted no later 
than  the 25th of the previous month, unless in the event of an 
emergency or major drill.  We welcome articles, ideas, photos, 
events, and stories from every ARES/RACES member throughout 
the State of WI.   
 
Please submit all newsletter articles, photos, stories, ideas, and 
events to: 
newsletter@wi-aresraces.org 
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