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The WI ARES/RACES Newsletter is published monthly in .pdf format to the Wisconsin ARES/RACES Web site http://wi-aresraces.org.  It is intended 
to provide a forum for WI ARES/RACES leadership and members to share ideas concerning the organization and training of their respective groups, and 
as a source of news concerning Wisconsin ARES and RACES.  Comments, suggestions and articles (finished or in rough form) are solicited from readers. 
 
Deadlines:  The newsletter is published between the 15th and the 31st of the month preceding the date shown on the issue.  Thus, the February issue is 
published in late January.  Articles and notices should reach the editor no later than January 1 to be considered for the February issue. Permission is granted 
to reprint articles from this newsletter provided credit is given as follows:  "Reprinted from the Wisconsin ARES/RACES Newsletter, Bill Niemuth, Editor". 

ARES Leadership and Organizational Changes 
By Bill Niemuth, KB9ENO, SEC WI 
 
Gary Sorensen, W9ULK, ASEC for Marketing and Recruiting, has replaced Brian Martin, WA9WGN, as 
interim Marquette County EC.  Thanks to Brian for his many years of service.  Gary will be working with the 
group to find a permanent EC within the next six months.  Please join me in wishing Brian well. 
 
After 11 years as Sheboygan County EC, Mike Musiel, K9SJ, has decided to resign.  Mike keeps two homes 
in Wisconsin and northern Michigan so his time has gotten very condensed.  We wish Mike the best and 
thanks for the 11 years!  A replacement has not been found and the Sheboygan program closed until a suitable 
replacement is found. 
 
Richard “Burch” Kelly, W0ZUP, also expressed his desire to resign as Eau Claire County EC.  After a very 
short search his replacement was found.  Bert Spangler, W9ZZI, has become the new Eau Claire County EC.  
We thank Burch for his service and look forward to working with Bert! 
 
Tom Meronek, N9TBM, has decided to retire as Waupaca County ARES EC.  Tom has lead one of the best 
small county ARES/RACES groups in the State and will be missed in a leadership position.  Inheriting a great 
group is Leighton Trice, KC9ESN, who has a lot of good experience both professionally and as a very active 
ARES/RACES member.  Waupaca County will be in good hands, but we’ll miss Tom! 
 
Thanks to Pete Johnson, Sr., AB9PJ, we have a new EC for Wood County!  Please join me in welcoming 
Dale Jirschele, KC9BLT, to his new role.  Dale enters a program we nearly closed after several months 
without an EC.  Please wish Dale well when you hear him. 
 
I am sorry to report Curt Poeschl, KC9COI, has stepped down as Winnebago County EC.  Curt has been 
active with the group for several years and will be missed by the Leadership team.  Replacing Curt is a long-
time ARES/RACES member and AEC Nick Luther, K9NL.  Nick has written articles for QST and enjoys the 
digital side of ham radio.  Nick will be a good addition to our Leadership team.  Welcome Nick! 
 
After nearly two years of me “encouraging” him, Joe Senulis, N9TWA, ASEC for WEM, finally found a person 
to replace him as Dane County EC!  Tim Pierce, KB9UAJ, is that person.  Tim has been heavily involved in 
ARES/RACES for a number of years and also serves on the Digital Data Committee for WeComm, Ltd.  This  
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worked out for the best because Joe can focus his energy on WEM and Tim can further hone his skills in 
leading a very important ARES/RACES team.  Please join me in congratulations both Joe and Tim! 
 

Wisconsin ARES/RACES Newsletter Moves to Quarterly 
By Bill Niemuth, KB9ENO, SEC WI 
 
Because of workload conflicts and other priorities, the WI ARES/RACES Newsletter is moving to a quarterly 
publication.  I know this newsletter is an excellent news publication; however, the main purpose is to 
communicate to our ARES/RACES members and I think between a quarterly publication and more e-mails to 
the Leadership, communications will not suffer.  Thanks to those dedicated readers and I hope you continue to 
enjoy this publication. 
 

Online Weather Education 
By Pete Wolf, Science/Operations Officer, Jacksonville, FL National Weather Service 
 
Editor’s Note:  Pete contacted me about his offering.  I reviewed it briefly and thought it would be something I would post to this 
newsletter if any of you are interested.  Learning more about severe weather helps us all provide better service.  If you are interested, 
please review the offering and decide for yourself if it would be beneficial. 
 
I am writing to let you know of a new self-study course titled "Anticipating, Recognizing, and Preparing for 
Deadly Weather".  Real-time weather data is available free on-line, but without instruction on interpretation. 
This course provides that instruction, and covers radar imagery, satellite imagery, and other data sources. The 
course is designed for the public, but may be particularly beneficial to weather spotters and observers, 
including amateur radio operators.  
  
Through my 20-year career in weather, I have worked with a number of amateur radio groups during severe 
weather events. Often I have observed frustration from radio operators at the one-way flow of information 
from the radio operators to the meteorologists (with very little information traveling the other way with regard 
to what was going on, where deadly weather may soon occur, etc).  This observation led to the development of 
this course, which teaches how to access and interpret real-time weather data online for anticipating and 
recognizing the variety of weather hazards that occur each year.  
  
For more information on this course, please visit http://www.storm-prep.com. This is a personal education 
initiative, not associated with a university, a large private company, or the federal government. Please note that 
I charge a small registration fee (about the price of a textbook) for the course to: 
 
1) make up for the high development/marketing costs I have paid ($1,000 alone for the software); 
2) provide motivation to participants to complete the course by having them invest something into the effort; 
and  
3) prevent myself from being completely overwhelmed as would likely be the case if it was offered for free. 
  
I guarantee you will learn things about deadly weather, including key radar signatures, satellite clues, and sky 
clues to look for, that you will not find anywhere else (except perhaps a University course that costs hundreds 
of dollars).  The course teaches a skill (and a useful Internet application) that anyone can learn, which can be 
used anytime. You will also view some amazing images, and get links to incredible images and animations 
available on-line.  
  
Feel free to share this message with others in your group who might be interested in this course.  Thank you 
very much for your consideration.  
 

Wisconsin ARES/RACES Activates for Severe Flooding 
By Bill Niemuth, KB9ENO, SEC WI with Contributions from Mark Smick, N9UNW, DEC WCW, Jim Markstrom, EC Racine County, Bob 
Naegele, W9MZ, EC Richland County and Dave Owen, N9TUU, AEC Vernon County 



The Wisconsin ARES/RACES Newsletter          3 

 
 
Late August brought extremely heavy rains to numerous Wisconsin counties.  Heavy rains started in some 
areas on Friday, August 17, and continued for several days.  The rains caused flooding, landslides and severe 
damage to dams threatening numerous communities.  On Sunday, August 19, the WEM EOC was activated 
and numerous ARES/RACES teams were also activated providing damage assessment and evacuation 
shelter communications.  Crawford, Kenosha, Racine, Richland and Vernon Counties were those counties with 
the highest levels of activations with Vernon lasting a week.  Mutual assistance was requested for several 
areas and WI ARES/RACES operators responded.  Somewhere between 50 and 75 operators activated to 
assist with communications either within or outside of the affected areas.  In addition, a couple of operators 
when to Minnesota to assist with communications. 
 
The incident command system was used well and reporting from all of the county ECs and AECs was great.  
There were a couple of learnings from this event.  The first is recruiting for mutual assistance.  It only started 
after requests started coming in.  When mutual assistance is required, it is required now, not in two or three 
days when mutual assistance teams can be assembled.  In the future, I will work more closely with the District 
Emergency Coordinators and assemble mutual assistance teams before they are requested to anticipate those 
requests so teams can be heading to those areas as soon as the mutual assistance request is made.  The lack 
of resources prevented two positions from being filled. 
 
For the first time during emergency or disaster communications in Wisconsin, Winlink 2000 was effectively 
used.  I received most of my updates from the field via Winlink 2000.  The technology is proven and it works.  
This example will allow us to further deploy Winlink 2000 in the future. 
 
Overall, great services were provided.  Special thanks came in from served agencies including the 
Communications Activity Lead for the American Red Cross in Southeast Wisconsin. 
 
My thanks to all those who helped lessen the impact of this terrible flooding.  It does not matter if 
communications were provided for evacuation shelters or damage assessment, it was needed and we respond 
in times of need; that is what we do.  Special thanks to the following for their dedication and leadership during 
the incident. 
 

Mack Brophy, N9NTB, Ham 
Shack Manager, WEM  

Jim Markstrom, KB9MMA, EC 
Racine County 

Frank Moss, KC9ILZ, EC 
Kenosha County  

Bob Naegele, W9MZ, EC 
Richland County  

Dave Owen, N9TUU, AEC 
Vernon County 

Melody Owen, N9ZWZ, EC 
Vernon County 

Gary Payne, N9VE, DEC SEW  Pete Sweeney, WD9JIB, DEC 
SW 

Mark Smick, N9UNW, DEC 
WCW 

 
Below are some photos of the activations.  Thanks to all of those who contributed! 
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Jim Markstrom, KB9MMA, EC Racine County, Frank Moss, KB9ILZ, EC Kenosha County, and Steve, N9EAL, working with 
Winlink 2000. 
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Two New Superfriends!  New ECs Frank Moss, KB9ILZ, EC Kenosha County, and Jim Markstrom, KB9MMA, EC Racine 
County! 
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Wisconsin State Senator Dan Kanpanke, 31st  District, while doing volunteer damage work connected with the severe  
flooding in Vernon County, takes a break and talks with Mark Smick, N9UNW, DEC WCW, as he operates as Net Control 
for the Vernon County Emergency Management Office at its Emergency Operations Center in Viroqua." 
 

WI and MI ARES/RACES Provide Communications for Trekkineer 
By Bill Niemuth, KB9ENO, SEC WI 
 
On the last weekend of August, members of WI and MI ARES/RACES combined to provide communications 
for the 2007 Adventure North Trekkineer.  This eco-challenge event consists of teams of four (mixed gender) 
competing in a 100-mile course featuring, canoeing, mountain biking, running, orienteering and a host of 
special events.  It is designated a 24-hour race and most of the time lasts from anywhere between 24-42 
hours!  Communications teams provide emergency, logistics and race communications.  In 2007, the Amateur 
Radio Service interfaced with Family Radio Service to provide short-range communications to those not 
licensed as hams. 
 
This year’s race started in Wisconsin’s Iron County for the first time and after dropping south for several miles 
moved back to the north over the Michigan border and finished at the Black River Lodge North of Bessemer, 
MI. 
 
I have always said this is the best communications event I have ever participated in.  The incident command 
system has been used to coordinate communications for this race since its inception in 2003.  This year’s race 
did not provide the communications challenges of past years, but was an opportunity to exercise the 
equipment, processes and provide a wonderful service.  We had many first-timers this year, which turned out 
to be a pleasure.  In past years the EC Resources, Ltd. Mobile Communications Center was taken the 230 
miles to the site, but this year, we found a gem in the Communications Command Post of Al Schmitz, 
WB9CAP.  Al, who is now an Iron County ARES/RACES member, donated his time and well equipped vehicle  
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to act at Race Command for this year’s race.  It was a joy getting to know Al, whose own creation is used for 
Civil Air Patrol and U.S. Coast Guard missions.  Actually, it is equipped to be deployed for just about any 
communications mission, including Amateur Radio. 
 
So, the moral of this story is we had a great time, provided fantastic communications and honed our skills with 
familiar and new ARES/RACES faces. 
 
Special thanks to the following: 
 
Al Schmitz, WB9CAP Blackjack Repeater Association 

(146.760 Repeater) 
Lake Superior Amateur Coalition 
(LSAC) (147.165 Repeater) 

 
Below are some photos of the event and the Communications Command Post. 
 

 
WB9CAP Communications Command Post. 
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Bill Niemuth, KB9ENO WI SEC, and Al Schmitz, WB9CAP, with the CCP Equipment and National Weather Service Radar 
in the Background. 
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From Left: Al Schmitz, WB9CAP, Rob Olson, KC9LWB, Randy Goode, N9JUJ, Bill Niemuth, KB9ENO, Steve Breese, 
KB9MBC and John Armata, KC9AMX. 
 
Thanks to everyone who helped make this event a success! 
 

WeComm, Ltd. News 
By Bill Niemuth, KB9ENO, SEC WI 
 
WeComm, Ltd., the nonprofit organization created to fund communications infrastructure for WI ARES/RACES, 
had a big month in September.  First, the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) awarded WeComm with an 
advanced determination allowing WeComm to act as a 501 (C)(3) organization meaning it is a tax exempt 
organization.  This is extremely important to fundraising efforts because it means donors (individuals, 
corporations and government entities) can receive a tax benefit for donations made to the organization.  
WeComm is beginning to build statewide voice repeater and digital data networks to support the WI 
ARES/RACES mission. 
 
To further that mission, WeComm, Ltd. received a $75,000 grant from Shared Health Services of LaCrosse, 
LLC. (originally Department of Homeland Security funds and better known as the Hospital Bioterrorism Grant) 
for the construction of a voice repeater system in Southwest Wisconsin, the construction of high speed data 
wireless networks at hospitals and EOCs in Appleton and Madison, as well as two full service (HF - Pactor III, 
2-meter and 440 MHz packet and D-Star 1.2 GHz digital data) PMBOs to be installed in two distributed 
locations in Wisconsin.  The opportunity for this grant money is tremendous and it will help WeComm build its 
networks, which WI ARES/RACES will use for many years. 

 
 



The Wisconsin ARES/RACES Newsletter          10 

Ninth Annual Wisconsin ARES/RACES 
Conference 

 
Saturday, October 27, 2007, 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
Sunday, October 28, 2007, 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

 
Kimberly-Clark Corporation Neenah Conference Center 

2300 Winchester Road 
 Neenah, WI  54956 

 
Talk-in – 146.655, PL 100.0 

 
Please join us for the ninth annual ARES/RACES Conference!  This year’s conference is open to 
everyone interested in ARES/RACES, including EMs, NWS and other private disaster relief personnel.  
Pizza will be served for lunch Saturday.  Refreshments, less coffee, will be provided both days.  Cost is 
$10.00, which includes lunch and refreshments for Saturday.  Sunday’s registration fee will be $5.00 or 
both days, $15.00.  You may attend Saturday or Sunday or both.  Payment will be collected at the 
conference and preregistration is required.  It needs to be received by October 20, 2007.  Please 
complete the registration form online at http://www.wi-aresraces.org/2007confreg.htm or on the 
attached.  A registration should be completed for each attendee, including nonARES/RACES 
personnel. 
 
The Conference will be unique in many ways.  It is the first time the Conference will be held over a 
weekend.  Saturday will be similar to past conferences and Sunday will be a more relaxed, interactive 
day.  Updates on the 2007 WI ARES/RACES objectives will be provided.  Please plan on attending this 
conference and learn and share as much as possible.  Take the opportunity to talk with someone you 
don’t know and learn from each other.  Tomorrow, you may be reliant upon them for emergency 
communications support. 
 
Please invite your County Emergency Management Coordinator, Red Cross or Salvation Army’s 
Director or your hospital contact!  It will be well worthwhile and give you the opportunity to display the 
strength and professionalism of Wisconsin ARES/RACES!  See you there! 
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SEC Bill Niemuth, KB9ENO: bniemuth@new.rr.com  920-779-0611  

 

Please complete the fields below and return to bniemuth@new.rr.com. 

Name:  
Call Sign:  
ARES Position:  
Other 
Position/Organization: 

 

County:  
Days Saturday:   Sunday:   Both Days:   
Meal: Meal:   Meal:   Meals:   

 

Recommended Hotels 

Best Western Bridgewood Resort Hotel (Nearest to the Conference) 
100 Cameron Way, Neenah 
920-720-8000 
 
Copperleaf Boutique Hotel and Spa (Unique hotel in Downtown Appleton) 
300 West College Avenue, Appleton 
920-749-0303 
 
Hampton Inn of Appleton (Near Fox River Mall) 
350 North Fox River Drive, Appleton 
920-954-9211 
 
Holiday Inn Select (Near Fox River Mall, great exercise facility) 
150 Nicolet Road, Appleton 
920-735-9955 
 
Radisson Paper Valley Hotel (Downtown Appleton) 
333 West College Avenue, Appleton 
920-733-8000 or 800-242-3499 
 
Residence Inn by Marriott (Near Fox River Mall) 
310 Metro Drive, Appleton 
920-954-0570 

 


