NorWesCo’s Wes Jones and Burnett County Emergency Man-
agement Director Bobbi Sichta. Staff Photo by Jodi McLain.

Volunteer ‘
watchdogs

‘e Amateur radio group makes p_rog?eés possible in the
face of danger.

By JODI McLAIN

_Sentinel Reporter

D - . o

" "SIREN—-It's a little known fact that the National Weather Service
relies on amateurs to do their work for them. )

It's true. The Federal Communications Commission (the FCC)
gives out licenses to certain radio frequencies only to a tightly
linked group of amateur radio operators that provide vital services
for our safety.

The operators are called RACES, Radio Amateur Civil Emergency
Service, and in this area the group is called NorWesCo. While Nor-
WesCo does everything from open the county’s emergency center to
maintain radio towers, the group also makes sure somebody’s
watching our night skies.

In the event of suspicious weather, the Weather Service will call
on the operators to emerge from bed at dreadful hours to peak at
pesky clouds. One amateur operator manning the radio at the
Weather Service office keeps in contact with the amateurs out-
doors, and the result is often what you see on TV news emergency
updates.

‘Volunteer watchdo-gs



“We're the eye for the National Weather Service,” said the head of
NorWesCo, Wes Jones. “We're all over the place. ... In many cases
we operate out of their own homes.”

It's called Sky Warn, and it's one of the training elements Nor-
WesCo can provide for area residents. Many sleeping heads in the
county and in surrounding counties are trained for the work and
get called out sometimes twice a night. With the radios in their
home, they dan't have;to; go:far to communicate back to Weather- ..\
Service headquarters, but sometimes there’s a gap where no trained
eyes reside.

“If there’s a gap, I'll send somebody out there,” Jones said. The
radio operators can tell the service what’s happening. “They (the
NWS) can not only see radar, they can also hear these reports com-
ing in.”. .

Burnett County Emergency Management Director Bobbi Sichta
finds the service important. '

“It's like those pictures you see of the crazed tornado watchers,”
she joked with Jones in her office. “It’s essential. ... Without them
we would be in bad shape.”

- Among the group’s many other duties, weather watching is likely
the most valuable service to the citizens of Burnett County.

“It's probably the most realistic thing we do,” she said.

The need for a tower

National Weather Service warnings are broadcast on the weather

radio channel. But that channel doesn’t always come in clear in
this area. The reason is the gap that exists in tower coverage. Look
at the map on page 9. A wide area spanning from Burnett County to
Sawyer County north and south isn’t covered by a tower.
. An already-existing State Patrol tower in Spooner only needs to
be equipped with an “inexpensive” antennae to make coverage in
this area a whole lot better. The Wisconsin state budget was sup-
posed to provide for the money for it next year..

“It’s dead at this point,” Jones said. ]

The low population of this part of Wisconsin keeps the antennae
off the top of Gov. Thompson’s list.

“If we had that tower in Spooner, .. that means a lot of our citi-
zens could get those Radio Shack $29, $39 radios and have the
warnings in their own homes,” Sichta said.

She's sent letters to state representatives and to other counties,
asking for their support. Most counties are already covered by such
a tower. “Our citizens need that same support.”

According to Jones, the Spooner tower is “an ideal site.”

“Tremendous’ coverage helps with NorWesCo's work

“We're still waiting for our first emergency,” Jones said of his
organization’s role in the county. '

RACES was originally set up to work with government units for
emergency purposes. In Burnett County, emergency scenarios are
run from the emergency operations center, a lower-level room in
the government center building that was recently created to deal
with potential Y2K crises. The room will remain operational.

Norwesco/Page 9



Continued from 8

NorWesCo group members
have agreed to be the couiity’s
communications outlet, should
all other means of communica-
tion fail. All traditional emer-
gency departments {the Sheriff’s
department, EMTs and fire
departments) are issued their
own FCC frequencies. But Nor-
‘WesCo's are different.’. e

- . “We have a very wide range of
frequencies,” Jones said. They
use UHF, VHF and HF, and can
“junip around” as they need to.

Their ability to help the coun-
ty was immediately evident to
Sichta when Jones approached
her in 1993. At that time Sichta
was acting as the emergency
management director for both
Washburn and Burnett Coun-
ties. He went to her in Shell
Lake.

“He has the interest, we had -
the need,” Sichta said. Jones
became interested in radio after
working for years as a wildlife’
biologist. He often used the
equipment during refuge man-
agement projects.

“After I retired I decided to get
into this a little bit — and now
it's a lot,” Jones said.

Initially, six people wanted to
participate. They were trained
and took “the hardest test I've
ever taken,” said Sichta, now an
amateur radio operator.

What happens during an
emergency is this: (Hypotheti-
cally; No awesome county emer-
. gencies have ever occurred)
Someone alerts Sichta that

66

We have tremen-
dous coverage,”’
Jones said of
emergency opera-
tion. “We’re in the
process of com-
bining three of
those (repeaters),

so they all
function
simultaneously.
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This map shows the gap in tower coverage for the Burnett
County/ Washburn County area. NorWesCo wants a tower in
Spooner. It's chances are threatened on the state budget.

there’s been a tornado, or a
massive fire or a flood. She con-
tacts the radio group, which -
immediately opens the EOC.
Then emergency workers would
filter in. They would use tradi-
tional communications, the
phone and the police radios, if

7+ possible. But if impossible due

to storm activity or destruction,
NorWesCo operators would go
on the air ... and get the word
out. _
Other necessary government

agencies would know via radio if

Burnett County needed National

Guard relief, the Red Cross or
police. If there was a forest fire,
radio operators would send
wora to firefighters.

With towers spread across the
state, Tadio operators can con-
tact Madison officials, workers
in Duluth, Hayward, over to Min-
nesota Interstate Highway 35
and down to New Richmond.
The four towers doing their

work in the area are at Penta
1

Hill near Siren, Timberland,
Crystal in Washburn County and
at Lampson, north of Trego.
Repeaters on each tower amplify
the signals sent out by Nor-
WesCo operators and sends
them out again.
“We have tremendous cover-

‘age,” Jones said of emergency

operation. “We're in the process
of combining three of those
(repeaters), so they all function
simultaneously,” he said.

But if you're picturing radio
operators sitting in cozy chairs,
think again. NorWesCo workers
also do something called “shad-
owing.”

If sheriff’s department officers
or firefighters get tied up in an
emergency, the operators can
assist. By shadowing workers,
the operators can act as extra
hands, the radio carriers who
call back to headquarters to
coordinate transportation, com-
munication and the bringing of
extra supplies.

“I think it will save time,”
Jones said. .




Professionals on

volunteer time

The FCC grants amateur radio
operators their licenses based
on a condition: they can’t earn
money doing it. That means ail
NorWesCo's dedicated people
are volunteers. They haven’t
only agreed to be there whenev-
er Sichta needs them in the cen-
ter, they not only get called out
at un-godly hours of the night to
check on tornada weather, but
they also check the county’s
tower antennas, their batteries,
and make sure routine paper-
work is done.

Why?

“I'm crazy, I guess,” Jones
said.

. .But his insanity.is. something
Sichta appreciates. She knew
she had a challenge ahead of
her — the work needed to be
done, but with what money?
Whose time?

NorWesCo came to the rescue.

“This is something that has
really evolved since it started,”
Sichta said. She got her system
up and running on very little
money.

“These guys have really ful-
filled a need,” she said. “I can’t
say enough about them. They've
filled gaps here I didn't know
how to fill.”

After reading this, hopefully
you feel a little fulfilled too. In
bad weather, in the face of dan-
ger we don't know is staring at
us through the night sky,
there's someone watching.

We ought to be thankful. -
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Storm spotters prepare for tornado season

By ROBERT CLOUD
Post Editor _
When the clouds are thick and
ominous, most people head for cover.
.But a handful of local volunteers
can be seen parked out by open fields
where they hope to spot the storms as
they come into Waupaca County.
Local storm spotters spent last
Thursday evening preparing for Wis-
consin’s approaching tornado season.
Members of the Amatéur Radio
Emergency Services (ARES) donated
a ham radio to the Waupaca County
Communications Center and received

training from Richard Mamrosh with -

the National Weather Service in
Green Bay.

Storm spotters are activated when-
ever severe weather is expected or al-
ready occurring. In Waupaca County,
there are 15 certified weather spotters
working with the National Weather

Service and Waupaca County Emer- -

COMMUNICATIONS

MAY 2, 2002

Members of Waupaca County ARES donated a dual-band ham radio and power supply to the
county’s communications center in order to assist with storm spotting and emergency manage-
ment. Shown, from left, are Andrew Carlin, the county emergency management director, Derek
Faehling, Larry Faehling, Sgt. Gary Heschke of the Waupaca County Sheriff's Department-Com-
munications, Tom Meronek, Curtis Weed, Kurt Bruehl, Dave Chroninger. Dan Williams is seated.

gency Management.

Mamrosh said Wisconsin is hit by
approximately 20 tornadoes each
year. Most occur in June and July,
although two tornadoes were sighted

in south-central Wisconsin in early
April. .

In 2001, the National Weather Ser-

vice issued 130 severe weather war-
nings. The worst storm damage oc-
curred during the June 11 winds,

which reached speeds in excess of 75 .

mph, and during the June 18 tornado
that hit Siren, Wis. '

“Doppler radar pretty much assures
that we can give at least a 10- to 15-
minute warning if a tornado is going
to hit in our drea,” Mamrosh said.
“But it’s impossible to see a tornado
on the radar. What we can see is the
rotation in the thunderstorm. Doppler
radar indicates what might be hap-
pening, the spotters act as our eyes
and tell us what is happening on the
ground.”

The Doppler radar bubble, located

near the Green Bay airport, provides.

information that can be analyzed by
staff at the National Weather Service.
Information provided by spotters is

.
key to recognizing whether or not a
Ztorm cell has developed into a torna-
o. '

Thursday’s presentation included
extensive training in how to identify
the type of storm clouds that are most
likely to drop tornadoes.

The most severe storms come from
“supercells,” which have an intense,
rotating updraft. These storm clouds
have an anvil shape with a hard, crisp
edge on the main storm-cloud tower,
a rain-free base and a wall cloud fol-
lowing the tower. A pattern of stria-
tions on the wall cloud usually indi-
cates that it is rotating.

Hail is also associated with tornado
weather. If the hail is larger than a
golf ball, that indicates the possibility
of a tornado.

Mamrosh described the life cycle
of a tornado. He said the funnel
comes out of the wall cloud and
becomes visible as it approaches the
ground and begins picking up dust,
debris or water from a lake or stream.

Just before a tornado dissipates, it
becomes very slender and, like a

loose garden hose spraying water, the
tornado’s path becomes erratic. ’

“That’s why a tornado will bounce
around and hit some houses, while
missing - others right next door,”
‘Mamrosh said.

Mamrosh also explained the safest
way for spotters to watch a storm as
it approaches. He told the storm spot-
ters that they should try to be to the
south of the storm because they are
out of the way and their view is less
likely to be obscured by the rain.

During a severe storm, a car is the

“safest place to'be because it can pro-

tect the occupants from large hail
stones and from lightning strikes.

“If you find yourself directly in the
path of a tornado, it’s best to get out
of the car and into a ditch,” Mamrosh
said. :

Mamrosh discouraged what he
called “storm chasing,” those who
follow storms, hoping to see a torna-
do. He noted that storm chasers in
Kansas and Oklahoma have caused
traffic jams and accidents while flee-
ing a tornado. "
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Fost Pholo by R. Cloud

Ham operator Dan Williams will be on hand with other members of the Amateur Radio Emergency Service team
during Trucker's Pride on the weekend of Sept. 14-16. ARES will be monitoring the parade and providing
weather updates and ground communications during the event.

Volunteers ham' it up during emergencies

By Robert Cloud, Post Editor

When the Trucker's Pride parades
wind their way through the area on
Friday and Saturday, Sept. 14 and 15,
Dan Williams will follow the parade
and know its exact location every
minute. Without leaving his station-at
the Baymont Inn & Suites.

A member of Amateur Radio
Emergency Services (ARES), Williams
will be tracking the parade on his
computer. A transceiver, located in the
truck of the grand marshal and queen,
will be sending Williams a position
signal.

Besides tracking the parade, members
of ARES will be providing on-the-
grounds communications for Trucker's
Pride, updates from the National
Weather Service in Green Bay, and
demonstrating the equipment in their
Remote Operating Center during the
show.

“Working at events like Trucker's Pride
or the triathlon gives us an opportunity
to work together as a team and
teaches us how to function better in
case of a disaster,” Williams said.

Williams is the Waupaca County ARES
emergency coordinator. If the weather
turns ugly, Williams works with
SkyWarn to monitor storm fronts and
sight possible tornadoes. If disaster
strikes, his ham radio may be the only
way to communicate outside of a
stricken area.

"When the June storm hit, the
devastation out here was extreme,”
said Williams, who lives south of
Waupaca County near Saxeville. "We
lost power for 4 1/2 days."



With  batteries and.  generators,
Williams was able to operate his radio
equipment and maintain contact with
emergency officials in Waushara and
Outagamie counties. He worked with
the weather service and the Red
Cross, providing information about the
extent of the storm damage.

According to Stanley Kaplan, the chief
radio operator for  Wisconsin
Emergency  Management's  radio
communications, there are 11,000 ham
radio operators in the state. About
1,300 of the hams participate in ARES.

Kaplan noted that cell phones and
telephone lines may be brought down
during a disaster, and even public
radio systems may not be operational
if a transmitter site or antenna system
is knocked out of service.

"When other channels are down,
amateur radio can provide the only
possible link until normal channels are
restored,” Kaplan said. "Their ability to
get a message through under bad
conditions is much higher than with
any other service."

To become a member of ARES,
Williams first had to become a licensed
amateur radio operator. The licenses
are issued by the Federal
Communications Commission. To
obtain a license, a ham must first pass
a test.

"There are only 35 questions on the
written exam," Williams said. From his
bookshelf, he pulls a manual filled with
dense technical data and legal
information .  regarding . radio
communications. "But you don't know
the questions in advance, so you
better know everything in this book.” A
retired truck owner and operator,
Williams obtained his amateur 'radio
license in 1999.

“| wanted to be a ham, since | was 16.
But | drove a semi and was gone about
three weeks. a month;" Williams said.

“Then my grand-nephew told me he
was interested in ham radio, but didn't
have the 10 bucks to buy the tech
book needed to pass the test. | about
broke my arm getting him that book.
He took the exam and passed it.
Then he told 'me, “Now, you have to
take the test.”

Williams said he spends at least one
hour a day on his radio. Nearly every
morning at 8 a.m. he talks with Lloyd
Lear, a 92-year-old man living in King,
along with several other hams.

Williams places a call to one of his
many ham radio friends, Dan Lintz in
Oshkosh.

Lintz has been. a ham since 1990.
Previously, he was an operator for the
Military Affiliated Radio System during
Desert Storm.

Lintz is also an ARES coordinator.

"The June 11 storm wiped out
communications. Cell phones failed,
phones failed. We were providing real-
time weather reports in  Winnebago
County, and communications for Red
Cross and the Salvation Army," Lintz
said.

Then Wiliams places a call to
Kathleen Zietlow of Neenah. She has
been a ham since 1995.

"Just throw your call sign out and you
can meet some nice friends over the
radio," Zietlow said, who spends up to
45 minutes a day, on her radio in, the
morning, while her husband operates it
in the evening.

"l talk to Lloyd in the morning and my
husband and father-in-law talk every
night. We've talked to people as far
away as lllinois," Zietlow said. "The
other morning | found out there's a
ham just a mile away from me."

While Williams takes a great deal of
pleasure in his hobby, he also takes

_pride in his volunteer efforts as a

member of ARES.

Williams noted that during the recent
triathlon in Waupaca, one of the ARES
operators stationed at a checkpoint
along the event's route spotted an
accident. A cyclist fell from his bike.
and injured his hand.

Martha Schmeichel, who was at the
checkpoint, called the accident in to
Williams, who relayed the message to
another ARES member stationed at
the medical-aid fent. Emergency
medical personnel were able to
respond to the accident minutes after it
happened.

"ARES is one of those things you can
do to give back to the community,"
Williams said.
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Several couley agencies
involved in hazmat exercise

Amateur Radio
Emergency
Services also set up

Twenty-one agencies and 101
people participated in a full-
scale hazardous materials
(hazmat) exercise from 10 a.m.
to 11:45 am. Thursday in Port
Edwards near Vulcan Chemicals.

Steve Kreuser, Wood County
Emergency Management direc-
tor, said the exercise involved a
simul;xred accident between a
semi-tanker truck and a mini-
bus, and included a chemical
leak.

“Things went very well,”
Kreuser said. “There were a few
problems. The Port Edwards po-

lice and fire departments threw
in a couple of extra scenarios.”

Ten people went through a
simulated transport to River-
view Hosplral Kreuser said. The
exercise began with a call to the
Wood County Sheriff's Depart-
ment  dispatch  center, which
paged out the Port Edwards Fire
Department.

After arriving on the scene,
the fire department called for as-
sistance from the Nekoosa Am-
bulance Service, which in turn
asked for help from the Wiscon-
sin Rapids and Higgins ambu-
lance services.

The Amateur Radio Emer-
gency Services volunteers set up
at the staging area, the shelter,

the American Red Cross office,
Riverview Hospital, Vulcan
Chemicals and at the incident
command post. The level B
hazmat team in Marshfield was
contacted, but didn’t have to re-
spond. :

A critique of the exercise will
be conducted at 1:15 p.m. Thurs-
day at the Port Edwards Fire De-
partment.

Other agencies that part1c1=
pated in the exercise include
Wood County Coroner's office,
County Board Chairman Charles.
Gurtler, Wood County Communi-,
cations, Salvation Army, Nek-
00sa I’ohu Department, Lamers’

- Bus Lines and Wood County Res-.

cue.

e —————
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Gary Bagholz of Brown Deer participates in Flelds Days of the Ozaukee Radio Club, a test of the ham radio operators' abilities to set up and operate in the
field under emergency conditions such as power falfures. The event was held at Lazy Days campground near West Bend. Bagholz has been a member for 10

years.

‘Ham radio users step in for safety

Field Day event tests
ability to rally during .
community emergency

By JIM CRYNS
Speclal to the Journal Sentine!

Not everyone has a hobby
that also saves lives, but that's
what draws members of the
Ozaukee Radio Club and hun-
dreds of thousands of fellow
radio operators around the
world out for.event like last
weekend’s Field Day.

Held at the Lazy Days camp-
ground near West Bend, mem-
bers .of the Ozaukee Radio
Club honed thelr emergency
preparedness and communica-
tions skills. '

They hoisted antennas and
sent out their call signs in
hopes of reaching other opera-
tors doing the same.

per
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To alleviate any confusion,
ham is not an acronym. The
theories of origin of the term
are almost as numerous as the
700,000 operators nationwide.

Much like a boxer, when

ham operators aren’t in the
“ring,” they are busy training
— and that's the reason for the
Field Day.
. Ham operators have become
skilled in sending vitally
needed information to facili-
ties such as the National
Weather Service during severe
weather incidents.

They've been trained to com-
municate with police, firefight-

‘ers and other first responders

who do not use ham radio con-
ventions during their normal
work day.

“It is a hobby in the sense

that all radio amateurs are:

strictly hobbyists since they
can’t charge for their service,”
says Stan Kaplan, the Wiscon-
sin section emergency coordi-
nator. ’
. “It’s also a vital service
whenever there is an emergen-
cy. Throughout modern histo-
ry, whenever there has been
any kind of a disaster, it's al-
ways the ham operators that
are first with communications
in a particular area.”

Ham radio operators work
for the Wisconsin Emergency
Management, Kaplan said.

“We supply emergency infor-

mation to governmental infra-
structure. It's purely volun-

tary, we cannot be paid as that
would be against federal law.
Society at large doesn’t even
know about us. The guy on the
street wouldn’t have any idea.”

Kaplan says since Sept. 11,
he’s witnessed an attempt to
incorporate volunteers into
public safety. “We're seeing a
rapid transition now,” Kaplan
said, “more acceptability of
hams. “That’s because police,
fire departments, EMS, realize
that in big disasters, they can’t
do it by themselves, there’s
just not enough equipment or
manpower.”

Leon Rediske is the vice
president of the Ozaukee Ra-
dio Club and obtained his ham
license almost 50 years ago.

“Once a month we have
training for all sorts of poten-
tial accidents,” Rediske said.
“We train for gas leaks, haz-
ardous materials, we train on
rescue boats.”

Rediske says some ham op-
erators are frained as weather
spotters.

“In the field, they will look
for heavy rain, winhds, funnel
clouds,” Rediske said. “They
will report that information to
a ham operator who works
with the National Weather
Service in Sullivan.”

The ubiquitous web of radio
security goes beyond dry land.

Jon Gilmore is the emergen-
¢y coordinator for the Ozaukee
Amateur Radio Emergency
Service. )

“When you call the Coast

Guard, guess who responds,”
Gilmore asks? “A bunch of us
hams that are out there on the
rescue boats. A lot of the cap-
tains and crews on Coast
Guard ships are ham opera-
tors. There are ham operators
everywhere.”

Gilmore says his emergency
service has agreements with
the American Red Cross and
the Salvation Army.

“If there is a disaster, we'll
be there. All the communica-
tions surrounding 9-11 were
hams,” Gilmore said. “All oth-
er forms of communication’
were out.”

“If the communications goes
down at St. Mary's Hospital in
Ozaukee County, we've been
trained to go in,” Gilmore said.
“We have an antenna there. We
have direct communications
with the Flight For Life. We
can communicate with any -
emergency service.”

“It varies how law enforce-
ment perceives us,” Kaplan
said. “In Ozaukee County, they
view us as an arm of emergen-
cy management. We are at-
tached permanently to emer-
gency management by com-
mon consent. We've had a good
working relationship.”

Kaplan says the ham radio
operators aren't making the
decisions at disaster sites, it’s
the law enforcement, or the
shelter manager that dictates
procedures. .

“Hams are mostly conduit:
of information,” Kaplan said.




Ham radzo club is on
front lmes in an emergency

By Don Kreger
.News Gruphzc Correspondent

Yhen the World Trade Center -
[\ /- collapsed on'9/11, the public
S safety radio towers on the

. ‘building were destroyed as well. - .
. As a result, amateur radio opera-

.. tors (called hams) were placed with
most of the cominanders on the scene
so that messages could be exchanged
between the police, fire and other
emergenty workers.

Hams also handled the “health and |
" welfare” miessages that flooded in from |

. anxious relatives, friends and col-
. leagues of those who worked in the
building.,
Here in Ozaukee, there is a diverse
‘and we‘ll—orgamzed structire in place
, for emergencies where hams are able
" to cross-connect with groups not nor-

. mally part of the public safety system. -

‘These include the Red Cross, Salva:
" tion Army and emergency shelters: .

that have been set up inlocations such .

. as churches #ind-schools: Hams'are -
pnepared to direct traffic, close off

" "unsafe roads, report downed wires,
. flooded streets and other dangerous ‘

" areas.

R Members of the' Ozau.kee Radio’
Club (ORC)-have been trained to re- -
establish vital communication links’
during the loss of commercial electri-

" cal power, floods, fire, tornadoes, -
motorist accidents, chemlcal spills. and
other events.

“About four years ago reca]]s ‘ORC-

" member Dave Barrow, “a rain coud -
sat on Port Washington and the flood-

ing was pretty bad. We were busy jssu-

ing sandbags, checkmg roadsand
answering phones in emergency man-
agement.”

" “Phone systems can crash with
overuse in emeérgency situations,” he
adds, “but there’s no such thing as an
overload in amateur radio.”

Barrow also-noted that the ORC has
some equipment stored at the Colum- .
‘bia St. Mary’s Hospital Ozaukee cam-

pus. “If their communications should

- -go out,” he said, “we can come in and -
.. talk with other hospitals to get sup-

plies or additional medical personnel. -
. Some antennas are permanently

iristalled and we can bring in more if
needed.”
The ORC was founded in 1939 and
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" _has a current membership of more -
* than 100, primarily fron the Grafton-

Cedarburg-Mequon area. The clih. -

_includes working peaple, retirees, stu- .
 dents'and a few teenagers, whom Bar-

row charactenzes as "really a spark, a
lot of fun.”, .
The’ group meets the second

Wednesday of every month at the -

Grafton Senior Center. It has a pro- -

’- gram that could cover anything con-
* ‘cerned with any facet of communica

tlon.
' There are“three classes ot' ham

" licenses, the most popular of which is

the technician class. This requires

. applicants.to pass an exam of 35 mu1t1
. plechoice guestians.

. The’ requl.rement of some degree of
expertise.in Morse code for hams has

been diminished and voice co‘mmuni \

cation is now the norm.
“Most of us learn Just enough of it

to get through the exam,” Barrow'said, .

“and then we start learning what it's

‘all about. We have classés at least once
a year to teach people what they need

to know in order to get a license.”
In addition to regular morithly

. meetings, the ORC is very much

involved. in communiity activities. It

provides communications for such

non-profit events as the Grafton
Christmas Parade, Port Washington

Flsh Days and the Veterans Fish 0ut~ )

The chib also offers a $1,000 annual

scholarship to a high school senior or

college student who is a licensed ama-
teur and resules in Wisconsin.

“Right now,” Barrow said, “we're
working with the teachers at Grafton’s
John Long Middle School and NASA to

* spring, 2004 space shut-
.astronauts are licensed’
. .tol:s-" -

S forahamoonslslsot‘a .
"+ transmitter; recelver,

. souyce. Equipment can |

- trical supply store as

. $100,” Barrew said, “and
- that is essentiallyall - -

.cate. Thad my handy -.

" and the other wire running out the
- 'the roof”
‘work with less than five watts of .

- on the atmosphere, they can talk to
~Japan, England or South America.”

*-to talk with: According to the Ameri-
" can Radio Rélay League, which is the

. the United States and more than 2.5

schedule a conversation
with theé astronauis.ona’

tle mission. Most of the
as amateur radio opera—

The basic eqmpment

antenna and power

be purchased at ac elec- -
tronics or amateur elec-.

well as ox the Interpet: =
.~ “You can buy anew -
handy talkie for unde®

you need t6 comnuni- |

talkie clipped tc ihe sun-
visor of my ca; one - s
wire running to the ciga-
rette lighter for power i

window to the magnenc antenna on’
“There are some ' people who like to
power,” he continued, “axid depending

_There are pleaty of other amateurs -

national association for amateur
radio, there are almost 700,000 bams i in’

mllhon 'worldwide.

‘But to Dave Barrow, talkmg with
the international commuinity is not
the best part of being a ham. -

i ] think it’s the friendship as much
as anything else,” he said. “Getting.
together with a very diverse group of
people whose common pomt isthat
they like to conununicate. It's just a
neat group-of folks.’And as you get to
kniow them better, you find out more -
about their interests.

“It's a wonderful group of human
beings,” he continued, “and you get’
enjnyment from seeing themn. There's
so much you can learn from each per-

son and they can learn from you too.”

For more information, visit their
‘Web site at www.gsLnet/

One of the biggest events of the year for the Ozaukee Radio Club
is Field Day, its emergency preparedness event, held in West Bend.
Tents, antennas, radios and generators are set up on the grounds
and the ham radio operators work on communlcatlon techniques.



Amateur Radio Group holds simulated emergency drill

On Saturday, Oct. 16,
members of the Adams
County ARRL (American
Radio Relay League)
ARES (Amateur Radio
" Emergency Service) took
part in a simulated emer-
gency test (SET) with the
cooperation of Mary Gru-
ber, Emergency Manage-
ment Coordinator, and
David Ziarnik, System
Engineer for Adams-
Columbia Electric Co-op.
The test was a simulation
of a Y2K power outage as
we go into the year 2000.
ARES provides secondary
communications in the
time of a disaster or when
needed.

Participants for this
exercise were at the Ad-
ams County Memorial
Hospital, A-C Electric Co-
op, Adams Fire Depart-
ment and at the high
school. The Emergency
Operations Center was
located in the courthouse
parking lot. Those taking
part in the exercise were:
Mary Gruber, David Ziar-
nik, Tom Davis - W9EIL,
Arlene Cardo-KB9JRE,
Kathy Sumiec-N9SYX,
Frank Burg-N9YVM, Sue
Selbo-N9XIX, Ed Wag-
ner-WA9SZH, Marge Ed-

“wards-N9UDV, Jim Ed-

wards-N9UOQO, Art Kraiz-
NOTD and Bette Kratz-
KF9ZU. An emergency
communications trailer
equipped with radio and
related equipment was
used as the EOC. Battery
power was used to run the
equipment. If an incident
is of long duration, gener-
ators are also utilized.
Ziarnik advised that the
A-C Electric Co-op does
not anticipate any diffi-
culties as we pass into the
new year. The co-op will
be fully staffed New
Year’s Eve into New
Year’s Day. This ARES
group will provide com-

munications if needed at
the request of Emergency
Management.

The SET is an annual
ARRIL activity, usually
scheduled during the first
weekend in October. The
National Traffic System
(message handling) plays
an important role in this
nationwide exercise to
prepare for emergencies.
The ARRL stresses the
need to hold these ses-
sions with emergency
power. ’

Ed Wagner-WA9SZH
is the Emergency Coor-
dinator for ARRL ARES
in Adams County. Any
radio amateurs wishing to

work with ARES may
contact him at (608) 584-
4858.

Eartier in October,

members of this group
participated in a foxhunt
which is ham radio lan-
guage for using direction
finding antennas to locate
a hidden transmitter.

Call the Times-Reporter
al 339-7844.

1
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Mary Gruber, Emergency Management Coordinator;
David Ziarnik, System Engineer, Adams County Electric Co-
op; Ed Wagner, Emergency Coordinator, Adams County
ARRL ARES (I-r). ~=SUBMITTED PHOTO
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Mock fire scheduled
in Adams Co. Sept. 8

A Mock Fire, designed
-to help fire departments,
Emergency Government
and Wisconsin Department
of Natural Resources
(DNR) to dress rehearse
for a fire disaster, will start
at § a.m. Saturday, Sept. 8,
at the Big Flats Fire Dep-
artment/ Town Hall, 1104
County Highway C, Adams
County.

Jim Barnier, Wis. Ra-
pids, fire management of-
ficer for the DNR in Wis.

Rapids, said that the exer-
cise will help DNR units
and local fire fighters im-
prove their coordination
on major forest fires.

The session will involve
several area fire depart-
ments, Emergency Gov-
ernment, Adams County
sheriff’s officers, the Wis-
consin State Patrol, DNR
wardens, Volk Field ANG,
Red Cross, Salvation Army
and amateur radio opera-
tors.
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ipate —

in simulated emergency

The ARRL {American
Radio Relay League)
Simulated °
Test is a nationwide exer-
cise in emergency com-
munications. Amateur
Radio Operators from the

Adams County ARRL.
ARES {(Amateur Radio
Emergency- Service) pro-
vided mutual assistance to

Marquette County -Ama-
teur Radio Emergency
Service: {ARES) in co-

. operation with -Marquette -

Counly ~Emergericy
Management and partici-
“pated in o 'simuléifed
emergency test on Satur-
day, October 31, 1998.
Ham operators - re-

sponded at 11:00 a.m. to-
the Fenners Lake -boat -

‘landing on’Elk Avenue
for a simulated search of a
missing child. -Mobile
comimunications

‘equipment was_brought-in -

and: an emergency opers-
tions command post. was

made operational. Search”

teamns were formed, de-
ployed and 90 mirutes

mergency

later, the simulated. miss-

ing person was reported -
found. Adams County
ARRL ARES provided
personnel- and an emer-
gency communications

- trailer for this exercise. -

This scenativ offered
Amateur Radio Operators
and County Emergency
Management 'an_ oppor-
tunity to work together
and prepare for actual

. emergencies a5 well as

provide a public demon-

- Stration to-served agencies
such as the Sajvation

Army; Civil Preparedness,.
etc., and through the news
media’ the value to the
public that' Amateur Radio
provides, particularly’ in
an emergency. :
Adams County ARRL
ARES -and Marquette

" County ARES work in 2

cooperative etfort to pro-
vide preparedness iraining.

for their members. and -
_provide emergency com-

munications when called -
upon . by governmental
agencies. s

‘SectionA Pagas-

‘_R-adiowamateurs to partic
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A Communications Check

On February 19, WE Energies presented a check Jfor 81,500
to the Dodge County ARES/RACES. The presentation was
part of a larger grant distribution to ARES groupsin 17
Wisconsin Counties that WE Energies serves. The Junding is
to go towards ham radio equipment. From the left are Brian
Dobberke of WE Energies and Dale Marks of the Rock River
Radio Club in Dodge County. "Photo by Molly Soblewski

WeEM DIGES
MER/4PR 2003




'OZAUKEE PRESS THURSDAY, JANUARY-6, 2000 9G .

Photos by Vern Arencl

WHILE PEOPLE THROUGHOUT the county celebrated, members of the Ozaukee Amateur Radio
Emergency Services, including Tabitha and Rosie Maybee and Gabe Chido, manned the county
“emergency operations center. They monitored events throughout the county, the nation and the world
_in case the much-feared year. 2000 computer glitch caused problems. Lo



Y2K Has Come
~and Gone'

By' Stan Kaplan, WB9RQR,
ARRL Wisconsin Section
Emergency Coordinator

It turned out to be the largest single activation of

ham radio operators in history, in not only’ Wisconsin,

~ but also all across the USA and, indeed, all across the

. planet. Had there been major problems, Y2K could have

. been classified as a major emergency incident, but there

were none. Therefore, we can most correctly view it as

the largest ham emergency communications exercise‘ in
‘history. We are all glad it is now history!

" At the state level, the exercise revealed a few weak

- spots. We had some problems with packet links across.
Wisconsin, and there was also the change in State
- Hamshack frequency, made necessary by QRN and QRM
" from stations in New Jersey and Pennsylvania. Neverthe-
less, we managed, and typical ham ingenuity and flexibil-

. ity prevailed. Had there been problems with telephone
lines and electric power, we could have provided emer-
gency communications for life safety and public welfare.

Over 40 counties successfully checked into the State

- Hamshack directly, and many others checked into their
Wisconsin Emergency Management Regional Office (as
originally intended). The point is, the lines of amateur
communication were clearly up and ready. .

ARES/RACES did a good job! I am well aware of
the countless hours of preplanning and antenna raising

. and.rig checking and training and testing that went on in

' ‘the state among amateurs. I sincerely thank the ARES/-

" RACES groups for that effort, and congratulate them on

" their performance.
~ However, it is not just the ARES/RACES hams that
~ deserve thanks, for it was not just ARES/RACES
 members who were "on the ready."” There were many,

_ many more hams who are not ARES/RACES members
and who do not normally engage in emergency communi-

. .cations: that volunteered and were standing by to provide
" backup, if needed. What a show of ham spmt' What a

" wonderful group of people hams are!

Although we did not have to provide emergency

. communications for actual incidents during Y2K, our
- efforts to be ready to do so did were well recognized.

* Both public and governmental awareness of Amateur
- 'Radio was given a huge boost during this undertaking.
Six of the eight "Whereas" paragraphs in the Governor’s
Proclamation (at . left) speak directly to our role in
emergency communications support. Many counties and

~ municipalities are now including ham fadio support in .
their emergency planning documents for the first time. -
We will most assuredly see positive reverberations from

this new awareness of Amateur Radio in the future. O .
SR |




12 BADGER STATE SMOKE SIGNALS = Febwory 2000

~ Governor proclalms Amateur
Radlo ()perator Recogmtlon Day
oo m Wlsconsm T

SRR OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

A PROCLAMATION

WIILREAS during times of “national and slatc  cmergencics. amateur radw
operalors continue to provrdc communication resources and :

WHEREAS, these commumcahons rcwmces are provndcd at no cost to the
Wlsconsm laxpayers and

WHEREAS there continues to be a need for amateur radio operators to provxde
emergency commumcatlon capabllmes asa backup resource durm;, state dnd nauondl emf-rgenmes, o
and 3 : _ o v
_ WHl"RIZAS ama!eur radio or;,amzatlons such as the Radio Amateur Civil
Emcrbcncy Servrces (RACES) and the Amateur Radio Emergency Scrv1ccs (ARES) are orr,amzcd
I - and tramed to provide emergenoy wmmumcanon support and

, . WHEREAS, amateur radxo ‘operators throughout Wnsconsm prepared for and
supported the state durmg, 1 Y2K; and .

WHEREAS, amateyr radio. clubs throughout the State of Wxsconsm provzde radlo
courscs of instruction, encourage and assist with grade school and high:school programs about
amateur radio, and in the process, enhance student inierest in science, 5eography, and physrcs, and
thus provxde the opportunity to become a hcensed amateur radxo operator; and

WHEREAS, amatcur radlo operators inform the wqrld-about Wlsuonsm 'S great

- circus heritage mcludmg the Crrcus World Museum, the Great Circus Train, and the Great Circus
© Parade;and - v ‘ s L . _ \

- )




: Wlsconsm

WHEREAS amateur radxo operators parnclpalmb in SKYWARN prov1de trained
and radio equipped severe weather spottcrs to assist the National Weather Service and the State of

NOW, THEREFORE, |, TOMMYG THOMPSON Govcmor of the Statc of
Wisconsin; do hereby proclaim Apnl 13, 2000 as

JATEUR RADIO OPERATOR RECOGNITION DAY

IN  TEST IMONY WHEREOF I have
;hereunto set my hand and caused the Great .
* Seal of the State of Wisconsin to be affixed. -
“Done at the Capitol in the City of Madison
‘this fourteenth day of January in the year two‘ ‘
- .. thousand. '

/G, THOMPSOI(

As .the guberhatonai proclamation above says,

“April 13, 2000 is Amateur Radio Operator Aware-
ness Day in Wlsconsm It mentions Y2K eve in

- particular.” While at state. DEM. Headquarters in
‘Madison, Governor Thompson talked one day on
40 meters with SEC Stan Kaplan, WB9RQR, Then,

Lo

- -KFSZU

in late afternoon December 31, 1999, Bette Kratz,
.- found herself talking with the governor on
braboo 146.88 repeater. Thanks to the

B governdr for recognizing the volunteer efforts of -

Wlsconsm s radlo amateurs o
- Q
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Ozaukee Radlo Club holds fund-r.
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3r), lcom Radic Corporation rep, talks about
¢ (left) and S-yearolc Jake Schmeling, who
first FCC Ham Radio Technicai License.

Photcs by George Kalienbach
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By Renira Pachuta
News Graphic Staﬁ

n Saturday, May 5, the Ozaukee Radio

O Club hosted a Computer/Radm Swapfest

at Circle B Recreation Center as their
traditional community event.

During the event, names were announced of

people who had passed the FCC exams for new

amateur radio licenses. The classes were mught )

by Professor Ed Rate. Perhaps the most surpris-

ing news was that Jake Schmeling, grandson: of -
local businessman Ed Frac, had obtained his

FCC Ham Radio Technical License. For the
record, Jake. is only 2 years oid, so this was an
outstanding achievement.

Information was also given out about the
club’s scholarship activities. Each year, the

Radio Club sponsers a $1,000 scholarship that

can be used toward the college education of a
radio ham who best gualifies through the Foun-
dation for Amateur Radio. Recently, the Radio
Club received tax exempt status, making it very
attractive for donors. Because of the new tax-
exempt status, the scholarship fund has greatly

oy - k : .

mcreased. Inafewyears 1twﬂlbeent1relyse!f

supporting.
As a special courtesy, the club provides expe-

‘rienced communications operators to civic
-events such as Grafton’s Christmas Parade,

Saukville’s Riverfest, Port Washington’s Fish
Day Parade and many others. The operators do
their communications activities at.no charge.
Theyv also provide storm spotters  who report
severe storms approaching our county’s com-
munities. -

Icom Radio Corporation, which was the

first—and indeéd the only-—major manufactur-

er to see the value that the Ozaukee Radio
Club's Swapfest has on the community, used this
local event to dlsp]av its latest equipment. Ozau-
kee Radio Club is very happy that this relation-

'shlp is ongoing, and thanks Ioom for parﬁclpat- ' _

mg in the event. l

Leon Rediske (left) is president of the
Ozaukee Radio Club. Gene Szudrowitz

- was chair of the group’s recent
Computer/Radio Swapfest.
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